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which we wish to become the law of the world. Collective
security will never work unless all nations are prepared simul-
taneously to threaten with sanctions, and to fight, if necessary,
an aggressor. If a great European nation, in spile of having its
signature to the Geneva Protocol against the use of gas, employs
it in Africa, what guarantee have we that it may not he used in
Europe?
Monday 20	tiik league of nations
The Council of the League of Nations spent a whole day dis-
cussing the Italo-Ethiopian conflict, and late at night passed a
resolution regretting that conciliation had failed and that the
"war is continuing under conditions which had been declared
to be contrary to the Covenant."
abyssinia: another italian victory
The Abyssinians have suffered another great defeat on the
Somali front, where the Italians are inarching on I larur. They
resisted for three days, but their flanks were turned and they
were obliged to retreat from their fortified position. The Italians
are said to have lost 650 men in the action.
Addis Ababa is now crowded with fugitives fleeing before the
Italians advancing from the north.
hkru IJlTLKR's BlRTIIDAY
Herr Hitler's forty-seventh birthday was celebrated with a
great military parade in Berlin and other towns in Germany.
Tuesday 21	tiik budget
Mr. Neville Chamberlain, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
presented his fifth budget to the House of Commons. The
year ends with an unexpected surplus of nearly £3,000,000. He
announced an increase in the standard rate of income-tax from
4$. 9^. in the £ to 5$-., an increase of j£io in the married persons'
allowance, and the children's allowance increased from £50 to
£60. The duty on tea is raised from 4^. to 6rf. He is determined
also to put a stop to various ways of avoiding tax, particularly
the transfer of capital, and the educational trusts whereby a
parent, by signing a deed, can give part of his income to his
child, and then, as guardian of the child, receive the income
back again. This practice has greatly grown in the last few
months, and many members of Parliament have taken advantage
of it.
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